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<" We trade if VOl ke eith o IR ks ____Your LoC, Article or Artwork,
Review
%ZSubscription? (Send mint stanmps,)
__- _Letter of Comment anticipated,
~ You're getting what you've had timed for a long coming.
You occasionally run out of dog food.
Because this is 190 Froof and U are 19,0 & lost yowr proof at St,Loulscon.
To nail to your cat'!'s scratching post.
Thi$ i$ & vacuum looking for a leak,
You are B.T. and you like staples with your oodles,
U R FJA & U need reading material during your 100th viewing of
"Things To Come."
If you're a prune it might unwrinkle your smooths,
You are Dick Gels & this is your secret vice,
___Because your name 1is Moebius,
____You are Smokey and you need something else besides Bantron,
" You have need of a timely FrFH¥ organ.
"~ Some junk mail comes first class,
___You need a fresh supply of catnip.
T "As a substitute For Uncle Charlie!'s Kleptomania,
~_ You are an alias using Claude Degler. . . .
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The first four (4) $2.00 subscriptions (6 issues) received
*** will be given (if desired) a free copy of the 95¢ paperback, 3y 3
%4 "Boris Karloff, The Frankenscilence Monster," edited and partly #
written by Forrest J Ackerman., (lMore on this book elsewhere
s#t,% in this issue of lMoeblus Trip.) A reminder: Send U. S, unused s,
3 % postage stamps, up to 6¢ values (no air mails) for the total % %
amount of your remittance; it 1s not necessary to send coins,
%.% bills, checks, money orders or other inconvenient and archaic %%
% 4 media of exchange, Anyone wishing to take advantage of the &3
bonus offer mugt indicate this on thelr order. Winners, 1if
¢+ any, will be sent their copies of "Karloff" at once, by book s,
# % post, and their names (unless we are directed otherwise by  # #
wEomsoever might wish to remain anonymous) will be announced

#,% in Moeblus Trip #3. . . . gl
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by

Fd Connor

Pob Tucker hasn't changed
much in the last couple of decades,
In all that time I had only in-
dircct word of his progress, as
occasional news of his latest
book--mystery or science fiction--
reached me in one way or another,
One or two were picked up second
hand, at least one~-if I reecall
rightly--via a book club, another
in paperback, but I was pretty
surc thorc werc others I'd never
heard or recad about, !

I hadn't realized quite how
many, A recent visit (accompanying
Don Blyly, editor and publisher
of AVESTA) to Tucker's hideaway
elicited the information that he's
had eighteen books published, with
the nineteenthr in the works,
Most-~a dozen or so--have been
detcetive, few of which have been
in paperback: Thoe remaining
novels-~science fictional works--
have all been issued in the
pocket~sized format,

Recently Pong's been revising
one of his carly tales for a new
edition, a chore requiring some-
what painstaking updating in quite
a literal sense, like changing the
makoe of a car from one long-obso-
lete to one current, having the
hero a veteran of the Vietnam war
instead of World War II and so on,
(We also noto in the 39th issue of
LOCUS-~from Brown, 2078 Anthony
Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 10457, asz if you
didn't know-~that "The Lincoln
Hunters" will be reissued by Ace
in 1970,)



As Harry Warner, Jr, noted in "All Our Yesterdays," Bob was
long ago disenchanted~-against his own preferencs---with the idea
of letting all fans who wanted come his way freely and easily, He
had one or two "unfortunate' adventures which induced him to re-
trench, DNowadays he 1sn't even listed in the telephone directory.
(Of course, if you know what he looks like, know his habits, etc.,
you might stumble across him in the middle of Main Street, . o o)

Still, through the years, by Tuckcr's own estimate, at least
sixty different fans have visited him, some individuals returning
again and again, His mundane occupation is still the same as when
I first visited him over twenty-seven years ago,

If I recall correctly it was about 1932 vhen his letters first
began to appear in the prozines. (He neither gets nor reads them
very often today.) Such exmosure brought fan contacts, amateur
publishing and writing of short fiction, several examples of the
latter seeing publication, (I can still rocall an otherwise undis-
tinguished tale, "Gentlemen, the Queen," which even Tucker has prob-
ably forgotten by now.)

Today his level of fan activity seems 1ittle changed from the
early days. Hls fanzine production (Le Zombie's not dead but often
in deep hibernation) is far less, but he still is a FATA member and
is in the "Li1'APA" fold, His LoC output seems to be falrly sub-
stantial, although with the far greater number of fanzines today his
letters (and articles) are much too seldom seen, -His membership in
the National Fantaay Fan Federation is also maintained,

I used to speculate as to whether or not Rob Tucker would light
up the old poppyseed puffer before dreaming up one of his more lurid
Le Zombie stories, But nowadays I'm reasonably sure, after visiting
the Tucker homestead, that his reinforcements are obtained a lot
closer to home. I give the only clue to be found to ths location of
his domicile when I statc that, before writing one of his pleces for
Locus, FAPA or vhatever, he might vcery well stroll to the back door
of his comfortable suburban menage, taking care not to stumble over
the gorgeous orange tiger cat, valk purposefully to the rear of the
lot, reach over the back fencec and gather a little of the corn that
stretchés-~left and right and far afore-~-in unexcelled thickness,

Such proximity to the lifegerm of good Tucker fiction might
have been expocted, His books have many l1ittle touches which tend
to make a reader an addict; to keep coming back for more, I es-
pecially recommend the aforemontioned Ace book #Dm479, "MThe Tinrcoln
Hunters.," I've over 300 carefullv-selected books in many categories
waiting to be perused for the first time, but have Jjust read that
one for the second time and enjoycd it,



aw o 608 3RENCE
FlcTa QRoPECTAELE
by LEZeri TEYLOF..

0. K., we're all science fiction people here, and we hardics.are
fully aware of the perils that reading the stuff entalls. It's like
serious drinking; Well-lMeaning Clods give you pitying looks and you
know that they're wrong about the affair, but how do you defend your-
self? You try to explain; they conclude you're drunx,

All right. So we are unavoidably caught in some public place
reading-- sgasps --science fictlon, Well-meaning Clods (often the same
that abound in paragraph one; is this a conspiracy?) give you pitying
looks and you know that they'!re wrong about the affair, but how do you
defend yoursclf? You try to explain; they conclude you'rsz crazy,

This is catastrozhic, Fortunately, it lias been scientifically
proven that fen arc slans (most of us are, anyway; if you aren't then
watch out for the fellow on your right) and that it is within our
power to change catastrophes, miracles, elections, shoes or five-dollar
bills, And since the unifying factor in fandom is well~known (we never
feud, do we?), I hereby lssue a call to arms, Gentlemen, something
must be done. A revolution is underway!

I .
PLAN COF ACTION

I, NEVER READ A PAPERBACK., Papsrbacks, as everybody knows, are
obscene and childishly written Violence Stories, Moroeover, they are
priced for the low classes--you know, slum drellors, starving people in
India, pro writers, all that. Buying a pb is tantamount to putting a
mortgage on your home,

IT, HELP STANP OUT COLORFUL TITLES. Eye-catching titles are kid
stuff and should be scrupulously avoided. The Moon is a Harsh Mistress,
for instance, deserves only the most horrified of looks before we
dutifully avert our eyoes; the earnest reador should immediately write
shocked letters to the publisher demanding that the title be changed to
An Exhaustive Study of the
“Major Erotic Babits of a

Planctary Satsllite, Revised
Edition, and Ifs dullness
should be attested to by at
least & English professors
with Ph,D.'s.

III, ASSUME THE CORRECT
READING POSTURE,., A primary
fault of many fans is not
what they read, but how they
read 1t. They slump vexmcicus-
1y in thelr easy chairs,flag-
rantly swinging their feet
and tearing from page to
page, Somec of them, gentle
reador, go so far as to move
thelr 1lipsil I urge you t©o
bo consclentious; there is




only one correct resading position:

Sit rigidly in chair, feet flat on the floor and arms at a safe
distance from the armrests., Try to look as wooden as the chalr, One's
back should be stiffly straight, but a very slight forward lean may be
permitted if the reader is in poor health. Under nc circumstances
should the reader actually lean pack against ths crair,

AIT muscles should be as tense as possible. Ho.d the book 11,765
inches from the nose--no more, no less, The book should be on an im-
aginary perpendicular plane to the floor, and the dust Jacket should
nover be publicly flaunted, Place four fingers on the outside of the
book, with the thumbs crooking themselves between lines 16 and 17 of the
respective open pages. Opera glasses are cncouraged. The reader should
assume a deep frown for the entire sitting, Pursing the lips was once
regarded as shameful, but in these enlightened times it is rapldiy be-
coming acceptable. The reader should not race hls eyes; rather, the
eyes should travel from left to right at a firm but unhurriecd pace, re-
turning to the beginning of the next line at the same veloclty. Eye-
brows may be 1lifted, but not extravagantly so., If it becomes necessary
to turn the page, then the reader should methodically place the book
flat on his lap--moving it downward at about the same rate that the
reader moves his eyos--lightly wet the tip of his right-hand forefinger
on the tip of his ‘tongue (being very careful not to open the mouth), and
press that forefinger against the upper right-hand corner of the page,
turning it with care and precision, This accomplished, the reader may
assume his usual positilon.

When the reader's sitting is finished, he shouvld tuck the book
neatly under his right arm at a2 point 4.753 inchos beneath the armpit--
no more, no less--and arise from his chair, being carseful to neither
look down or trip over his shoelaces, A slight but elegant bow to each
of the othor readers present in the room 1s proper practise, and the
reader should then depart with even, measured steps. For a proper sense
of gait, it may be helpful for the reader to whistle the third movement
of Beethoven's Eighth String Quartet, taking a step to every two beats,
On each step the thigh should be parallel to the floor and feet perpen=-
dicular, Toes should be pointed,
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I feel, as doubtless the &
reader docs, that these suggest- \
ions are necessary to the re- Z ;xgﬁ
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Fiawol Bey f;vcw"g

The Editor Meows, Purrs, Yodels,
Howls, Hisses, Growls, Spits, Caterwauls . . .

While I'm at 1t I might as well bare my chest all the way, I don't
normally have much to do with any U. S. presidents, except to point out,
if given the opportunity, their obnoxious personal characteristics,
thelr gross errors of judgement, theilr panderings to wasteful govorn-
mental bureaus, etc,, otc, I don't usually come right out and call one
a2 horse's ass right to his face, But at last I have Nixon right where
I want him., His advocacy of spending between a half and a whole thousnd
millions of bucks on a lousy, stinking, earth-shatteringly roisy airship
makes me blow my cork, To perdltion with his eyes and ‘spherolds, and
the eyeballs of all who favor such tomfoolerly., . .

Every municipal, etc., airport in the country has been draining the
taxpayer dry for deoades, while potentially the most advanced form of
transportation around has been withering on the vine,

‘Itve been thinking about this off and on since visiting Tucker a
few weeks ago; he happened to mention that the last time we'd seen each
other was when he hopped onto the electric train, swayed up to Peoria,
boarded an electric streetcar and reached my dwelling without having to
dodge traffic or breathe Styxbottom fumes, Today is progress? Uck,

Anyway, rallways will make 1t blg again, mark my words! I see a
combination of factors which today arec wending soparate ways: Lasers ,

s o tubeways , . ., atomic engines ., ., . and trains, Now all we need is
antigravity to blow my speculations skyhigh,

Thank Cthulhu that autos powered by the internal combustion engine
are on their way out! I once thought that the electric car would some=~
day come into 1ts own but now I've seen the light , . . 1t Isn't yet
completely practical, But the steamw-powercd vehicle 1is! In spades,
with the damned engine perfccted to such a stage that 1t is far more
practlical--and economical--right now than the goofy internal combustion
thingamabob, If you don't belicve me all I can say, boys, is don't get
steamed up until you get boned up on steam, Now all we need 1is some
way to get the cars out from undorfoot. « + « Dear me, it seems as if
antligravity will soon be a necegsity,

A1l of which doesn't lead up to the point--the assertion that fan-~
dem might very well be a way of life, vhethcr you likc it or not.

FANDOM FANDGL FANDCM
AS = _ AS
LIFE!'S BLOOD POb”Y UCK
$#HOT4% BDIUM# #COLDse

Just what percentage of todﬂy's fandom really and truly falls into
the FIAWIL ninhe; I moan, fop ali practiecal purposes, or behind what
night very well he affectation 'that 18, meparaizss of what an indivi-
Cvali prorsases)s The fact is that many "aot! faans have %o worlt af mun-
dens jchbs, live in wmundane ne;phbo;nooas and so on, Toerhaps they are
trkerefcre unaware of their true deep-down fannish feelings, Pecvhaps
thov Wt.ow of them bubt won't admit To them., I suspect; anyway, bhat
ttiere are more FIAWOL adhnerents than mcet the cys!
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Still and all, even the original slan-shackers, in their filrst,
their second and their last "communal® dwolling, could not--mera than
sporadically--pursue fandom as a way of life, Possible Al Ashliey would
have liked to do so, which may be tie reason why he--far above average
in intelligence but possibly just too much of a dreamer--seemed to be-
come more and more lackadaisical, disinteruvsted, etc. . . . The last
time I saw him he sold me his collection of near-mint Astoundings (cov-
ering most of the '40's) at cover price, and as a sidsline tried to
put me into a hypnotic trance, with my full cooperation, But coopera~
tion isn't enough in such matters if you aren't easily entranced, and
are too alecrt and intercsted in the proceedings,

Subsequently Ashley has only been hcard of (by me) through vague
rumors; someone oncce told me that Rundoubtedly I could find Al through
Ackerman (Forry being presumed oy many L, A. fans of the period to be
omniscient), but I never broached thc subject with the Gargantua of
the Garages,

O, K., so now I have comec up against one to whom FIATQOL, FJA him-
self, Yes, yes, true, but by gad--how many arc there around like old
4sJ? But, now that I think of it, is it fandom or Sci Fi (heh heh)
which has been Forry'!'s blg thing?

Very likely a combination, Altho--let!'s face it~-I can picture
AckAck getting along without fans; I cannot imagine him thrusting away
all facets of scientifantasy. But, veering away from the edge of fan-
tasy, we don't expect that Forrest will ever get away from fans or that
fans will got away from 4e; he has bcen, perhaps still 1s today, a
special case, & Cult.

Today, if one screws ons'!s mind into the subject and beclouds the
concoction with a little daydreaming, one can almost picture the pre-
sent-day Mr, Ackerman in his proper poerspoctive, In a way, hasn't he
shaped up gradually into a kindly, grouchy, lovable, persnicksty, bene-
volent, irascible, old~-dog-Tray kind of a--¢r--ah , , ', monster?

Hey--spealking of monsters, how about that annish of Forryts? His
"Famous Monsters of Filmland" 'FlearBook ror 1969 may still be around
at your favorite magazinc disponsary,

Quite frankly, I thought thc¢se menster pubs wore mostly comichbook
stuff (and not of the highest grade) until I happzned to lcok at the
ingides of this yearbook. It is quite interesting over-all, with one
or two really excellent articles, The itoms arce selections from the
years-long backlog of the 'zine and include the complete chapter-by-
chapter resume of "Curse of Dracula" with Francis Lederer (choice rics
from the film!) which may come your way on TV at any timec, . . .

Because this is an annish there is a wide range of movies covered,
with monsters both familiar and oddball, (And, assuredly, if you didn%
know Forry to be the editor, the atrocious puns encountered at every
turn (of a page) would give him away--they bear his own inimitable brad
of pun-gency.)

Those of you who enjoy the stf, monster, horror movies on TV
should find this publication fascinating--and indispcnsable. Don't
miss it! And while on the subject get the now-monthly issuecs of "Fam-
our Monsters of Filmland." The Yearbook led us to investigate, and
among a varicty of comic-book-like (all cartoon strips) magazines of
the same size and appearance, we found F,M, of F,! It was obviously
cur of place, since it is a different type of presentation entire.y.

Issue #59 (Nov.) has many photos of TV's "Dark Shadows" chara:ters,
with the accent on Barnabas Collins. Plus the fabulously illustrated
story, with Chris Lee as the gnawer, of "Dracula has Risen from the
Grave.” And anothor, with Peter Cushing as Baron Frankenstein., And a
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feature with Lugosi, and more,

Then #60 (Dec.) conciudes the story of Borils Karloff as Franken-
stein, has Bela in "Wni%e Zombie," news of new movies, views from an
assortment of past classics, etc. -

Which brings us %c the piece de resistance of this narrative, the
.95¢ Ace Book paperback, “Boris Karioff, the Frankenscience Monster,"
by Forrest J Ackerman. Much of this tome's material consists of fairly
short essays by. various people, including FsJ. (For the latter's ego-
boasting 1t's something of a tour de force.) Some sections originally
saw print in such diverse pubs as the fanzine "rhoton" (Forry's Tri-
bute), the lately infamously-handled newszine, Scicnce Fiction Times
(Ackerman's eulogy), an ancient ish of Welrd Tales, newsvapers, and
others,

One feature of the book--particularly in the editor'!'s renderings--
is the sporadic use of the term "sci-fi," For some recason I find this
revolting., But no mattcr; it 1s minor, and the only irritant of this
nature, Then too, I'm well aware that many of you like it,

The book is remarkably well lald out. sheowing a masterly touch,
Could be, surely, that Ackerman himself is rosponsible for arranging
the many sections into their order of presentation; altho I notice that
Donald A. Mollheim has formulated the l&-pages of photos from Ackermant
owvn collection. Anyhow, the deeper one gets into the thing the morc
engrossing it becomes.

4e's pronunclamonto doesn't at any time becomc too sentimental--
too much of a sob story--but he does repeat himself frequently, This
is necessary in view of the nature of the book, But fortunately Acker-
man has learned woll the trick of saying something in fifty differont
ways, which all adds up to the fact that Karloff was an admirable char-
acter, a fine actor and a keenly-witted gentloman who bore well the
crown of ruler of filmdom's outre limits,

-

4

3 S

In our first ish we weren't quite sure whether or not Karel Capck's
(see our cover) play, "R, U. R." had scon a film version. No one wrote
in to tell us; we relied on those astonishing coincidences that just
seem to crop up when one nceds then, .

In his "Karloff" book Aclkerman, under the chapter heading "The
Realm of Unwrought Things," indulges in a little whimsy, including a
f1lm version of RUR in the "unwrought" category! And as if that
weren't onough, in tho November !'69 ish of Pantasy and Science Fiction
Isaac Asimov mentions that the play. R.U.R,, was first produced in
1921, updating the Franitenstein (1818) theme. No notice is taken by
the good Dr, Asimov of a fillm version for a very good reoason: we nhow
know that there was none.,

Bob Tucker, incidentally, very kindly checked his huge volumes
of film listings and found nothing on thils item, so0 we weren't sur-
prised to stumble on the above verifications, We thank him for that
and for varlious other 1little tidbits., . .
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. As far as "gafia" goes, I don't think there
G*AFMTE'O!‘J ? are many--if any--fans who tako the term literally,
meaning getting away from it ALL, All? Even
reading stf? Even reading and enjoying a short
story cencountered by accident in an otherwisc mundanc magazine? Or
watching and liking a TV drama of an obvious science fictional nature?®

I've mentioned that I gafinted some Fears ago, and lately wrote
that I'd degafiated., But in actual fact I wasn't away from it ALL. I'd
saved a box full of fanzincs, a couple loaded wiith prozines, and every
six months or so I bought an issue or two of a S~F mag and reoad some of
the stories beforc adding the itoms to my "colloction."™ And by this I
was able to pick up a surprisingly large amount of fannish info, buying
an occasional Amanzing specifically for the news of fandom I noted when
lsafing through it, Then, too, for my own enjoyrient (as I learned
afterward) I wrote sevoral stf novels. . « e

For many years, of course there was Doubleday's S~F Book Club,
vhere I got practically everything put cut, Thon when 1t was obvious
that the quality of material offvred had degenerated considerably (I
understand it!'s improved since) and I got too many duds, I quit. But
that was only about three ycars ago and the paperbacks had taken over
anyway as the prime sourse of good S-F reading,

But one might assume that to an individual of the FIAWOL inclina-
tion, it 1s true gafia whon anyone just loses all contact with fans
and fandom, Never mind that ho goes away with a big stf library, subs
to prozines galore and an addiction to the ultratrite in late-nite
monster TV filmfare; he is not heard from again and by such blasphemous
behavior can logltimately be referred to by all trufen as gafia, 0,K.,
so I was gafia, It's easler to look 2t it that way, And, vhile in
the mood to superficially examine the gafia bit, I might as well expand
a little on my own story, since degafiation,

Don Blyly, the indefatigable ex=publisher of the high school
sclence fiction fanzine, S-F Newsletter-e-which one review reforred to
as "awful" but which was vastly supcrior to the average crudzine and
vhich was really quite good at times and in spots=-wrote to a local
newspaper columnist about fandom,

Tho rcsult appeared in the Pooria Journal Star, ovening edition,
on April 30, 1969:

S-f f(lh’S Ngwslettor, X o feazine Columbils, D 0 Quasar fromy

<Al T won'd MEo 10 eail vour Le. gn cmatuer g cine pubs Whagten, 3lasyiind: and Hetels
attention to seienes fiction fiov Yished b g scior oo fonon rar guose oy Foawjes, Tadaara,
dorm, wlong with sume of iis Alikough e oF N 1 noshers Phere Wis also a group 1n Cong
forins. such as loeal chibs, coi- near Leing one of 1 better jar- adn that wis oolg to starl &

veutiony, amatuer publishiig zines, i hope you will Lad it ir- uich school Janzine. but iheir
association.  andl  fanzines. 1 tevestiig Tihen 1t bogan, a e dintg macaine crught o fire he-

would olso like 0 coll your al- over two years age, # was the ore they zould prblish their
tention tn the Pearia  Hich only fanzine publishod b s high aest tsue, Dor Ulviv, 825 W,
Schooi Sciestce Fiction Clab, s school greup  aitlougn Hhere Russel.”

putlication, the Science Fichion wore many high school age 1905wy 15 interested in Iopming
Newsietfer, and especially. thq whe pubdlished personal  ap- ciz.y;-\xido science-fiction ¢tub
Central 1inois Scierce Pictim zines). It has sparked <o inuch capned rniswA, My miad tends
Association, which T am pues- interest among other high school | boggle too quickly at strange
ently trving o organizc. students that there are NOW £ words, Lut anyone interested

“T have enclosed a conple of itay publications in several 1y funzines. APAs. or world
issues of the Scienve Fiction areas, such as Bill Bored from cons, can coatact him at 674

&409.

Note the misspellings (typlng errors?) which the columnist delib-
erately carried over from the letter to the paper--an execrable
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practice, in my opinion, except where the letter writer is one R. S.

As a result of Dont's article CISFA was formed, But first, I tele-
phoned him--we live hardiy more than half-a-mile apart--~and the ball
began to roll,

For weeks thereaftoer it scemed as if I wereo reading fanzines, of:
an enormous variety, day and night, These worc Plyly's, mostly of the
last year or so, but I soon rooted out some old ones (1941 to about
1955) of my own, and spent additional endless hours in their innards,
Slowly fandom past and fandom present began to come togsther,

Most knowledge was needed of todayt!s situation, I found that by
far the best places to get info of all sorts--fan and pro, news and re-
cent history--are in the LoC sections of fanzines and in their editor-
1als, To supplement this and rapidly supplant it I swiftly subscribed
to LOCUS, the newszine, which has riore than sufficcd; it 1s indispensable,

And in one of the »rozines I spotted one of Dick Gois' S~F Review
ads, subbed at once, and thus got the most interesting fanzine of them
all~--another one which no fan should be ithout. ¥Wo, no, I'm not goint
to list my 10 or 20 favorite fanzines; these tvo are mentioned because
they are so obviously superior, of the ones Iive see¢n a lot of,

It doesn't, incidentally, surprise msc in tho least that fans are
so reluctant to pay for any but well-cstnablished pubs of proven de-
pendability; in my first thrce months of renewed activity I was screwed
morc frequently than not in subscribing to fanzines, I thought I'd
encountcred or thought of all situations that might occur, but I had
not--not that it would've made much differcnce, I've since lcarned
that subscribing to our type of pub is today a very risky proposition,
Indeed! One local fan has a considcrable stack of money ordor stubs
for which no results of any kind werc reccived,

Now the merec losing out on a few issues of a collapsed fanzine
is of small import. What I find difficult to comprehond is the degree
of callousness, or arrogance, or disintcrest (indicative of what kind
of a2 weird personality?) which must bc behind some of the fanzine ter-
minations, suspensions, etc, Put there are even worse casecs wherc
a subber is totally ignored, even though the fanzine continues to
come out to others,

What a bunch of oddball charactors are among the severnl thousands
now inhabiting fandom! Not just the well-known ones like Leland
Sapiro or Frank Prieto, Jr., but quite a passel of fly-by-night
operators who use fandom 1n PMuch the snrms mannsr as they'!'ve misused
all whom they've encountercd in mundania., As individunls they
fortunately don't last long iIn fandom--others take their place and
must be watched for--for, true to form you might say, as fans they
are also fly-by-nighters.
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sy - "Thanx for sending along MOEBIUS TRIP., It contained

RoY “QCK""TT a number of commeﬁt hooﬁs that movo me to shake off
a bit of lethargy and do some comments,

"T venturc to say that the percentago of readers in thils country
is higher now than at any time in histcry., Consider that prior to W/-
II the percentage of people who actually attended college was quite
small, For the most part only the children of the rich could afford
it. And, generally, it is only the bottor educated who are readers,
Since the war, of course, the percentage of people attending college,
indeed, the percentage of thosc completing high school, has increased
tremendously, At a guess I would say that the percentage of rcaders to-
day is twice what 1t was 30 years ago, Which means that the citizenry
is better informed but still not enough so. Televislon has been a big
boon to the non-~-revader, It 1s a shamec that tv does such a miserable
job of providing information,™ %1% '

"Great Britain and Space and Vatican Radio con be pretty woll lump-
ed togethor for comment, It has besn almost 200 years since the Amer-
ican Revolution and the ruling classvs of Furope have never forgiven
us for it, Amcrica'’s revolt against Britain, our refusal to, thecretl-
cally at least, go along with the concept of royalty and the ruling
class, 1s considerod to be the root cousc of Europce's troubles, Ameri-
ca showed the way and since 1776 royalty has, for the most part, gone
out of style, Nevorthelcss, thc old families still exert considerable
Influence on European affairs and their attitude is reflected in Euro-
pean attitudes toward tho Unitcd States,

"Britain, of course, is a special case, Britain was the #1 power
in the world. Nobody made¢ a move without considering wnat the British
would do., Britaln now is, economically, politically and (with resecr-
vations) militarily a third rate power, They are naturally joalous,
Things will continue along this way unless Europe can overcome its nor-
mal national rivalries and form themselves into a fedoral union, All
things considered that isn't likely., Europeans realize that they are
dependent upon the U, S, in the west and the USSR 1in the east, That
rankles them. Tough,

"Goons on campus, eh? That statement, old Ed, tells me a great
deal., As opposed to rational, rcality-oriented genuine collegians, 1is
1%? Would you care to give us a dissertation on this 'reality'! they
are criented to? Am I to infer that you think that everything is pecacirs
and crcam and all is right with the world? Or our particular portion
of it at any rate? Comc now, old Ed, claborate,'" 32

"Surprise? I am not surprised that we reached the moon . ., . orly
that we did it so soon, Still, we have the Russians to thank for tharv,
do we not? If 41t wére not for Sputnik we would still be dozing,
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"Oh, come now, you mean you really don't see anything ’'futuristic'-
about today's world? Think back and compare today with the world of
30 years ago, This is surely the future most of us onvisioned, Sci-
entiflic developments are certalnly what was expectod although a lot of
them are not on the market, althcugh they could be, Consider a few,
The kitchen range that gives instant cooking by high frequency electro-
magnotic radiation, GE has played with it for years and filnally put
it on the market, You can run down to your corncr appliance store and
buy one--if you have a minimum of a thousand bucks to spend on a stove,
Videophone? Fully developed and useable but being held off the market,
The Bell System has a few other items they want to try to sell every-
one before they release that one, Improved ground transportation? Air
cushion cars are practicnl but not belng buillt, And whatever becams of
Chrysler's turbine-cngine car? It was test driven by several hundred
people who all gave it enthusiastic endorsement but somehow it never
got into production, And lots more.

"St111l we have the transistor and all that has devoloped from it
e o « things that would never have been possible with vacuum tube elec~
tronics, We have synthetic fabrics that are superior to natural fabricsg
We have aircraft that allow one to eat brecakfast in New York and lunch
in San Francisco., We have world-wide televisilon, ‘Man, it's a brave
new world, Unfortunately we want to run 1t by yestcrday's standards,
Take another look at it 30 ysars from now." 33 ,

"Ah, but survival of the fittest doecs apply to mankind, Always
has, Mankind is the most successful species this planet has ever seen,
Is he fit to survive? Well, compare mankind with any other specles
you can think of, But, I think you are referring to survival within
the speclies itself , « o what standards do yeocu applyt? Fitness for sur-
vival for man is not something you measure by brawn for man 1s not, on
the whcle, a creature of brawn, It wasn't man's strengbth and size, al~
though both are respectable, that got him to where he is, it was his
brain, Sure, millions died in VWWI , , , also VWII, But those that
survived, indeed they were the fittest, ¥Tho is fittest, the All-Ameri-
can boy who 1is drafted and sent to Viet Nam and dles thore, the All-Am-
erican beoy who is drafted and sent to Viet Nam and doesn't dle therec or
the All-American boy who figures out a way to keep from being sent to
Viet Nam?" seds

"Anyway, thanx again. for the zine., ILike your cover and headings,
Elcctrostencilling? I can't think of anything else that glves those
black blacks, Excellent," 53
Se gk 4k b dr 9 SR SF 9 4F & 4 46 3% %015 Groen Valley Rd, NW, Albuquerque,N,M,

87107,
#1% I'vo thought that probably the ones who could benefit most from
informational~type programs are just thc ones who tend to avoid such
fonts of knowledge, I supposc that, if literacy eventually becomes un-
iversal, if reading continues to spread as a result of expanded school-
ing, etc., this problem will gradually diminish. Then when those who
do want such programs are in the obvious majority, their influence
would likely significantly sway TV programming.
#2% Well, the reality 1is that our soclety 1s dog-cat-dog oriented,
Meaning, cutthroat capitalistic, Collegians can accept that fact, or
they can seek to change it.

Accepting, they can maintain a passive rclationship to the idea,
or they can, in varying degrces, militantly scek to alter various as-
pects of the existing soclological structure, with the objective of,
basically, improving the capitalistic system, (By "militantly" I mean
forcefully~-~but within the boundaries of jurisprudential morality.)

To seek to change the system thoy could pursue the constructive
course which would scem most logical: work for increased sublimation of
capltalism with the end-view of a soclalistlc state, Cr, at the other
14



extreme, seek to destroy the system by violence, by utilizing '"mob"
psychology, by playing up raclal variations, etc., Now, as to whether
or not everything is "peaches arnd cream" I don't think so. But I do
contend that we have the facilities, the knowledge, the enthuslasm,. the
idealism, to create a far better world in rather short order, if the
vast hordes of collegians and others so inclined, would work together
toward that end.

As 1t is, a collapse of campus jurlsprudence into a state of
anarchy--as is the avcwed aim of goon-groups like the S.D.S., 1s de~
creasing the number of peaches available.

What the average collegian does not seem to have caught on to 1is
that civilization is damned lucky to be alive, It has gotten this far
through an almost constant struggle sgainst chaos, That they, today,
enjoy a brief breathing-space, in which individual rights can be momen-
tarily enjoyed as being so holy and inviolate, in which peace-at-any-
price marchers can proliferate, 1is only the resuvult of the efforts of
others to fend off the ever-present aggressor., And the aggressor, to-
day, is right there beside tnem, secking to destroy them and the very
fabric--tenuous as it is--of civilization, They need only look around
them at the countries of the world, See how many are in the hands of
"robber barons." (Powerful "vested interests," military huntas,
etc.)

But will the goons' madness grow until it brings an inevitable
blood bath? It could happen, but I don't think it will because with
all the "disturbances™ of recent years the ssctors wanting to adhere
to "jurisprudential morality" appear to be largely untouched by the pro
spect of triumph through self-destruction,

Our civilization, while not all peaches and cream, is still full
of amazing opportunity, diversity and potential for good., And yet we
are, in face of the reality of mankind's sociological evolution, but a
step beyond the dark ages, beyond slavery, beyond a touch, in all
men, of a sensec of utter futility in face of the immensity of creation,
#3% Yes, innumerable little things are different now, which is as ex-
pected.s But too much has not changed at all, which wasn't mentlioned
very often in stftales back yondsr, Slums, pollution, inequality of
distribution, etc., etc,

One big thing you didn't mention, I suppose since you live in a
much warmer clime, is the big revolution in house-heating in much of
the country. Gas furnaces have gradually replaced coal, Mention was
made just the other day on TV that in some spots kids have never seen
coal, . . .

#43 Survival of the fittest: I was trying to use the term in both a
moralistic and a biological sense, Those who died in the great world
wars are often looked upon as the fittest ih one sense; the survivors
were the fittest in the other, As for the Viet Nam poser, so far all
who have survived are, through the devious processes of natural selec-
tion, the fittest, Perhaps the future will bring perilous circumstances
to show which of the two groups--surviving vet or whole-skinned service-
evador--is the best at surviving that which might well be unavoidatle,
#5% Aye, 'tis the electrostencil--hard for me to use, because of the
small holes in my mimeo drum, They now have a new silk-like stencil
processed in a Gestetner "dry" copier in just a few seconds, but don't
know all details yct altho I've had several demonstrations, Could be
as good, but cheaper, But will it hold up for, say, 500 copies?
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124 Many thanks for the first issuc of i, T.,--a most
ROBERT BLOCH ausvicious beginning! Glad to find another phil--
atelist in fandom: my own hang-up is animal stamps,
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"E, E. Evans' widow, Thelma, showed up at several fannish oc-
casions within this past year--I'm sure she too marvels at the growth
of the Westercons." sl
9 4k 98 sF Sk dF % % 3 & 3 3 %2111 Sunset Crest Drive;, L. A,, Calif,

90046,
%1% I collect a little of everything, animals, space, etc., to the
tune of about 70,000 varieties at present. Looks like there are quite
a few philatelists coming forth, Wonder if the N3Fis new "Hobbiles
Bureau" will uncover even more? Seems likely,
P, 3% 4%
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-  "Last Saturday I phoned Len Moffatt, who is beside
R'CK SNEﬂRy being a best friegd the only fan in my first-zone
phone area that I talk to. I saild to him, 'You will
never guess who I recieved a fanzine from today?!

"1%Who?! he says. 'From Ed Connor, The Original "EdCo"., And still
in Peoria,' I says back., 'Yes,! he says, 'I recisved a copy two days
ago, I mention it in the Hub letter I mailed today.' 'Barfl' I say...

"But that 1s the way with mail comming into South Gate and Downey.
Only 5-8 miles apart, and the mail must come from the same distrobution
point in Greater L.,A,, but some time there 1s as much as three days
difference in our getting the same mail.,..and 1t varies as to who's
comes first.. Strange..

"But it is good hearing from you again, Sort of in the way really
old men are glad to see each other, as 1t gives them asureance that
they to may live a while longer, I've maintained a low but regular
level of fan activity the past ten years., Staying with FAFA, and con-
tributing letters now and then to fanzines. My generally poor health
results in a lot of colds and hay-fever trouble, which limits how ac-
tive I can be, I haven't been to a LASFS meeting in 10 wmonths, though
was at last "estercon, and attend parties at old friends like Moffatts,
Cox's, and Trimbles. I read very little new science fiction--my inter-
est being half non-fiction histories and reference stuff, and historical
and mystery novels, Of course I still hang on to everything, Not hav-
ing moved, I've been able to keep a lot of old junk., // Surprised to
find you around, and at least reading Gels mag, TI've stoped..as 1t got
to long, and to much bad blood being spilled., // I'm rejoining the
NFFF though, and even going to run for Board of Lirectors..., Warner's
history impressed me with how little we (Cox, Rapp and I) knsw about
the clubs earily history when we were trying to run it in earily 50's,,
I'm not sure I'm in touch with the current world ennugh to be much
help...but then the Directors are almost trditionally out of touch with
the rest of Fandom,.,. I will be different in that I know I am,

"Con gratulation on your checking the right things.... You are
right; I'm not Mervin, I don't love cats, and I ware flannow pajamas,..
Your re-pro is quite good.... If some one hasn't mentioned to you be-
fore, another aid in getting paper to feed is to !'fan' the pages before
putting a stack into feed., The idea is to get a little cushion of air
between each sheet, so 1t will slide off easyer... It is odd how tight-
ening the trys grip on the paper stack does make it feed better,..some
times, I don't own a machine--and never have, but helped work a lot of
them, The Moffatt's have a big electric Gestetner now, that does it
all, All, that is but change its own 'stincels. That day must te coming,
T "Hard to comment on much in your issue though, as it is mostly
opinions, with very 1little come back. Sorry to see an over-all negative
approch to things, Seems like you can of aproch things from the bad
side,.. For like~-~ why start off telling about your interest in stamps
by saying most fans are narrow minded and think that stamp collecting
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is not worth time or thought,." #1i "“Those who donit like stamps will
feal you called *them narrow-minded (and sven norrow-minded follk doa's
want to admit it); and those that have no special fealing are given
the suggestion that it might be a wast of time... IT is rather 1ike
the slogan I see around here all to much.,.. 'AMERICA! Love 1t Or ieave
It.! ~~ What a foolish way of showing patritism.. It's a 'chip on
sholder'! remark as a starter,,, But 1t also admits that there sre
those who donit love the country...,and thus that there are reasons for
which one might not love the country. It clearly puts the person see-
ing it on the defencive, as the other is saying 'I'm a better American
than you are,!' And, of course as those who are ths ones wvho apparently
don't love America, are part of America--the sign wavers themselves
don't love part of America, and should leave,,. Yes, And the next
time they see a Mother whalp her child for miss~benaving they should
run up and say, 'Love that chiléd or leave iti' // But,.. Well, anyway,.
I started saving stamps when I was slx, and still 'accumalate! any that
come by free. My stanp album is at least 30 years old, so I made my
own loose leaf ones for major ccuntries, by consulting catalogs. I -
don't do much, but I keep it all, And quite a pile of it ‘by now. But
trying to keep up with the current flood of stamps would be like trying
to keep up with the curront flood of T.B,'s,

"I find it hard to believe that English press is as compleetly
against our space program as you report," 23 "Certainly my British
fan friends haven't mentioned it, There is a good deal of critism by
gsome on the grounds that the money could be better spent on helping
the poor or fighting desise,..but this is just as loud in our press as
over~seas, and nothing to do with being jellious, Our local paper
(not one of the L.A, metro's) said the vary same thing, And, of couse
Lord Russell is rabidly anti-American on so many things that he could
hardly like this, But he is frightfully Left Wing, and quite out of -
step with his own goverment,.., ¥hile there are undoub*edly mnglish
who are jellious of our achivements. I hardly think this is a national
conditIon. Ethel Lindsay was just making some replies about  the Eng-
lish presses, and pointing cut what an extream range of fealings it¥
cover,..from the purest sensational trash, to the soberest of clear re-
porting. // ZLast Sundays paper ran an article-satire--‘Ihe Last Hungray
Man'!--which paraphrased the actlions of the Moon landing, with a crew
finding the last man on Earth who was hungray. and force feeding him =2
bowl of chicken soup. The implecation was clear / My own fealing
is a 1little hard boiled. It is doubtfull if the NASA projesct money
would ever go to anything else. But if it did it would only prolong
the 1life of people whs are nuw sick or poor...when we already have to
many people everywere, ‘the Moon project. ratiaer than prolonging life,
has given a little wmore meaning to the life ws have,

"I know nothing about the Minneapolis in '73 people, but hope they
don't do anything to irratate me, I like the people in Dallas a Lot,
but they have to many comic fandom friends for ms to support them,..
The Cons are getting to blg. and the only why I can see tc make them
smaller is to try to disscurage the othar-fandom nsople; such as conles,
film; sward & swat, and the hop~heads, If we could get rif of then,
thlngs would be still to large, but at least you could talk pure fano,o

"Good ton hear from you, and hope to hear more..." %3
o A ak dF g b 38 3R Sk dr & 3 42962 Santa Ana St,, South Gate, California,
90280

1% No, nogf I only said "Stfen themselves can be as narrow minded,’

the "can be" meaning that it is possible for-'scme stfen to be s but,

while that cou:l q'mean possible for “all stfen To be. the implicetion of

"can be" usually indicates a mere scattering of individuals whien the

overall E?EﬁiﬁiliEi is censidered. . + o

#9% No, most oI tne English press was and is favorable. Rick, as you

imply. But one can't hplp being amazed and somewhat miffed9 as I was,
AL/



that there were such asinine shcries by a loud-mouthed few, Here too,
in the U, S.;, and I donit like any of Jt

3#3% That's what I!'ve been reading lately-~Cons so big, impossible to
cover everything, altho the reports usually say that a largely enjoy-
able time was had, anyway, The problem of other fandoms seems unsolve
able, unless they become so independent, self-sufficient, etc,, that
they more or less begin to withdraw from a close contact with stfan-
dom, But then, I know little of such groups, . . « Write again!

NED BROOKS "I wrote Warner that I thought the title of his ex-
cellent book was a blt unforvunate, 1f you remembered
the rest of the sentence: '. . . have lighted fools

the way to dusty death.,! Maybe he willl explain it if we bug him

enough!

"The British presst's criticism of the moon trip isn't necessarily
jealousy-motivated, there are people hers who are less than thrilled
with it., Even Kurt Vonnegut, . . . They ars wrong, of course--the
whole project cost us very little in any resl sense, and the scientific
knowledge gained in the effort would have been worth the cost even if
we had never reached the moon,

"T guess you have that 3-D 'space walk' stamp from Bhutan--I am
not a stamp collector but a friend in Argentina sent me one," 1%

"If Pope Paul really 'knows the score’ maybe ho will reverse his
stand on The Pill before we reach the point where half of us have to
breathe out before the other half can breathe in, . ,

"T was even less surprised than you and Blyly when we reached the
moon,..,I work for NASA, . . . As to whether the present is the future
we expected to go with the first moon landing--thesre is always more of
the past left over than the futurians expect, due to the tremendous
inertia of socisty., But I would have thought that someone your age
(first fandom?) would find the present more !'futuristic' than younger
fans who don't have the same basis for comparisono" E

"I am always astounded when a faned gets a mimeo and rlght away
turns out e well-laid-out, well-reproed zine like MT.® q@® ®I have
watched fans work a mimeo--I wouldn't touch one with a 10-foot pole,
to coin a phrase, And then there was Walter Schwartz, who claimed he
could run & multilith, as long as the humidity was high enough. . . .
My own mechanical ingenuity is limited to this nice, simple, clean
Rex-Rotary 11 ditto machine,"

S dF SF gE G S SF St A & %713 Paul Street, Newport News, Virginia, 23605,

#1% Bhutan was popular with me for a while, but I began to cringe at

the prices wanted for some of the stuff, I have their 3-D butterfly

set, got mainly to examine the teciinique, Space stamps have long since
gone hog wild; I think I've seen ads offering 1,000 varieties, and
that's just the beginning!

#2% I'm no older than Third Fandom. DBut as far as society!'s inertia

goes, one reason for it seems to be the lack of money, Many persons

(myself included-~heh heh) could literally reach the "future" overnite

with enough financing; all inventions, medical advances, smog free ainr,

etco,, e6tc,, could be procured by wealth, . « .

HARPRY WARNER, 7R "It was splendid to hear from you again after
such a long time, Then 1t was a trifle cnill-~
irng to get the full realization of jusl how

long 1t really had been since you gafiated, and a moment later came the
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truly shattering thought, Here ycu are; one of the reail arncients, re-
turning after an in*terminable abssnce, and here am I, who received his
first fanzine five full years belore youa Tirxst saw one, And sonieons
had the naivete to write of we jusv the other day: ¥hen you nave iived
to a rivc old age, . . »' I've already set him right about thaeb.

"yours is the second fanzine to fecature tihac AP item about Hagers~
town, Cry has it in the latest issuwe, Ltoo, Don't put Loo much stock
in it, For one thing., there are itwo mistakes in the first paragraph,
in accordance with tlie normal rate c¢f AP accuracy, The survey wasnit
conducted by reporters but by a reporter and only a half..reporter at
that, a college boy who was working fcr the newspaper over the summer,
And people weren't asked to identiiy Neil Armctreng, they were asked if
they could identify the first man to walk on the moon, As I told the
Cry pecple, this !survey' doesr't reslly msan much because I learned
later that somc of thie pecopie ccocntacted had assumed it was a gimmick
for a salcs pitch and said they didn:t know to avold being bothered.
Some of the otners who avparently didn't know must have been the kind
of folks who give a stup:id anawver to a stupld gquestion and cause polls
of coliege students to show that only 1% or whatever proportion know
who was Gecrge ¥ashington.' &l

"You wcke dim but tcender memories when you spoke of stamp collect-
ing., This was sometning that made me very happy in boyhood and I did-
n't drop it completoly until after I'd been publishing Cpaceways for a
couple of years, T never got beyond the aimicss sort of collecting but
I can imagine myself getting back into the notby again if some sudden
whim of the powers above wiped out all the rest of fandom overnight,
In a way, I suppcsa, stamp collecting did more for my sense of wonder
than science fiction magazines: I could marvel at the things I read
about in the preczines in an absiract sort of way, knewing simultanecus-
ly that these were all fanuies and that reality might be entirely dif-
ferent. But stamp collecting provided more genuinu material for awe,
because at least soms of these bitse of paper had actually been in the
far nations where they wcre used for postage (I somehow acquired the
belief that uncanceled French colonials and other stamps that were
cheap in mint condition were printed somewnerc nearby and never travel-
6d to the nation whos¢ name was printed on them, going instead direct
to dealers), I also know that thorc was a grcat probability that the
drawings on these stamps reprcsented things that were now or once had
been real, and the canceled stamps had really carried some sort of un-
guossable message betwcen firms or pcople whom I'd never know and here
I was in depresslon-ridden Hagerstovn, possibly doomed never to sce
much of the world, handling thcsze genuine fragments of its far edges,

I think that the peoplo who complnined ir the press and on tole-
vision aboutv the spacc program’s cost were mostly egged cn to do it by
editors and directors, Aftor all. the bulk of the money was spent in
the years before 1969, and you didn't hear a peecp cut of anyone ahout
how much 1t was costing for those Gemini and Mercury flights which
rcally did ncthing of great scientific worth and served only to show
that we weren't too far behind Russia on the rcad to space, At a guess,
I'd say that the opposition was ferreited ouvt in July because radio anid
television networks had decided to turen over most of their air time to
the moon trip, they were having trouble filling thc long waits bastween
actual cvonts in space. and the conflict from disscnters scrved to oc-
cupy some time and to give experts subject matter for discussion which
filled more tims,

Maybe we don't see that !futurictic! socicty ‘you mention accom-
ranying tne Tirst trip to the moon mestly because we .don't have the
science ficticnal element that a.most always was present in stories
about the first mocn fiigh%, That's a new source cf power, I can’t
remember any first moon flight storiles of the 20th century that put the
fZrsS men on the moon with long-known chemical reactions to push them
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up there, Someone always invented anti-gravity in the stories, or a-
tomic power was appliecd to spaceships, or bems came from Sirius and
showed us how to use their interstellar craft, That was the most mun-
danc and simultaneously the most surprising thing to me about the moon
flight: 1t was powered by substances which Willy Ley derided as rocketry
propulsives a quarter-century ago, « o

"I approciate the plug for All Cur Yestordays° The column's title
did indced comec decliberatoly from that passage in Macoeth, I can't re-
call any other titlc borrowing from tho lines you quote, but I.kcop
running across morc and morc examples of Shakcspeare in titles, Just
the other day I rcalized that one of the first movies I ever saw, Jouwr=-
ney's End, got its title (indirectly, of coursc, through the play on
which it was modeled) from some of Othello's last words.

"Did you notice, by the way, how much Neil Armstrong's signature
resembles the florid penmanship that Ackerman used long ago? Now, Ack=-
erman was famous for having a lot of pcnnames, and he nover said much
about his big projects until they were comploted, and « o « No, I don't
dare pursue the susplolon any further." 2%

"Thanks for sonding Moeblus Trip and plcase don't clutter up some
future 1ssue with this loc, I don't want to sece the Warner loc dlsecase
get a grip on N'APA, too, but I wanted you to know how much I enjoyed
reading MT," #3s
Wk g 3t 3 Se g St 3 3H423 Suminit Avenue, Hagerstown, Maryland, 21740,
#1% Harry, in that Hagerstown story I thought the “only“ a misleading
word, (Readers, sce the cover,) Frankly, I thought the percentage
was pretty good!

5?23 Funny you should mention that similarity in the flamboyancy of Ack-
erman's (of yorc) and Armstrong'!s signatures , , . I'd noticed that
barely two wecks previously while going over some of the old fanzines
I'd saved., And then a few days later saw Forry's rccent and consider-
ably altered signature in the latest ish of “Famous Monsters of Film-
land." But as for your budding speculation . . , too far-fetched, I
guess-~~about as improbable, for example as finding vampires on the
NOONe o o o

#34% Harry, M.T. thish has gonc far beyond N'ATIA with 10 times as many
coples as 1its reguired 45, And we arcn't "eluttering up" M. T. with
your loc, Thanks googols for writing,

PUEE HORVET . "T was pleased to receive a copy of Mcebius Trip #1;
it came as quitc a surprise-~I!'d lost many of my
contacts with fandom when I entored the army and

doubted that I'd get all my old ones rcestablished, let alone have a

new onc added, Thank you,

"Were you surprised to find that Sputnik was insipid? I'm sure

that it didn't startle you to dlscover~fﬁgﬁh§pu+nik is biased--it's a

China Reconstructs, bputan is pubiished on a r001proca1 arrangement
with the U, S, gov't which allows distribution of Amerika in the USSR,
"I don't see where the 'hundreds of millions of mundanes' are who
'haven't ., ., . been exposed . . ., to the humanities, let alone to
materialism,! Following your example of freedom with figures, I'd say
that our old world would be lucky to have a half percent. of her popu-
lation not materialistic~-~even a 5 yr old will clutch his fire engine
and obstinantly yell, 'Minel'" 1 "I fail to see the point of your
argument in !'Vat,-69! whlich you support by mentioning the rising popu.-
latlon, Apparently, you use this to refute the 1ldea that our culture
is tending toward 'the dangers of mechanizatlon and de-humanization,!
It seems to me that the opposite is true; an increased population would
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most certainly encourage de-humanization--just as a college of 1200
students can be morc ‘human' than one of 10,000." i

"From several refersnces throughout iIT', I gather that you're older
than I-~-pcrhaps as much as a generation. I’m 24, Expressions such as
'0l! Vatican Radio,! 'old chum,! !'chunm rqdioJ and the like may have
had their place In Thse Haray Boys serials of the 30s; they seem to me
to bs out of place and a bit derrogatory in the conuext-you.uscd them.
Perhaps my gensration tends to be more polits in cases like this, or
just sensitlve to the necessity of basing an argument on a well-infore-
ed knowledge rather than prejudices.” 34

"Your comments in ‘Surprilse?' make very good sense, rarticularly
your trief comment on individuals in their specialty-shells, This
problem. has been on my mind often because it 1s a personnl one, My
field is mathematics, I did manage to put in one year at graduate
school in American history and literature., Quite mind-expanding. Un-
fortunately, I feel a little dissatisfied at the thought of returning
from Vietnam and settling down with 1BM or the like, Maybe I'll post-
pone the traumatic confrontation by taking advantage of the G TisE:
when I get home.

"Frankly, no, I didan't expectv our world to be so . , ., mundane .
. . when space travel came about, Truly amazing]

"If I were forced to pick one Gescription of my collécting accom-
plishments, 1it'd have to be taccumalator.'! I've got most of the per=-
lodicals back to '45, but have read very few of them. Forsooth, and
I've givén up hope of ever reading most of 'em. I do likc to admire
them, standing statelymiﬁ"a row, I can't begin to tven read the curramt
periodicals--there're too mAny 'ckqschs* and porlod pleues available,
Wow! I consider ﬁ§?CIfﬁa fan flthoupk my interests teni utrongly to~-
ward collecting/oibliography, OSpocialization isn't tooc bad, as long
as walls aren't ereclted in our minds--a tough crdzr.

"Thank you again for this copy of locbius Irip, It's good to
hear from the Real World, A

"I'm in the Fire Support Ccordination Elcment of lst Field Forces
in Nha Trang--we handle clearances for all the E-52 strikes in II Corps
8refs ¢« » o L1'11 be here until August, 1970. Ve may meet again in
N’APA: I'm trying to arrange roproductive matters with a friend state-
side. -

e PFC Mike Horvau,/SS& 64-8229 /FHB -1FFV Arty (FSCE)/ APO - SF -
96350,
#1% My note on "hundreds of millions of mundanes running around who
haven't cven been exposed yet to the humani+lcsy lct alone to material~
ism" simply indicates; somewhat satirically, that therc arc already
vast numbers of poople who have never existed exceot at a mere sub-
sistence level, who because of their condition have not to any great
degree except in isolated or "“ruler-~class' cases, beecn cxposed to "the
humanities." Certainly most are materalistic., but have lLittle to hope
for, And the latter p01n+ doesn't mean the lack or rion- exposure to
"humanity," as exlsting in sach particular culturec "The humanities™
meant the)"branches of polite 1earp1nb,’ (as the ci’ dictionary calls
J-te e o .
#2% Actually, I see no danger whatscever in mechanization, if properly
controlicd (an example now 1s 2ir pollution from internal coqbuStion
engines,., which has had little control so far), And the Vatican radi
used "de-humanization” In connection with mech nization; I do not ap"m
that mechanizatiocn tends to de-humnnize, On the contrary, I feel, as
I mentioned, that mechanization can and doecs create mors leisure tim@
in which "the humanities" can and do flourish,
#3% I try not to base anything on mere prcjudice when writing for pub-
Peatgon’ g8 T havc, however; found that age--or specifically compart-
moncization of gencrations--is not a valid C]QoSlLlCﬂthp when attbcemph-
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Ing to determine thoe overall modus operandi applicable to any specific
situation, But « o . isn't being against exprossions like "chum," ot
showing pre judice? I use terms from all ages, countries, etc., it
they happen to seep to the surface of my mind and seom reasonably
apropos, "¢ < o

4L SN =R "Tonight must be the night for Peoria fanzines, I
nG 5 just wrote a lettoer to Blyly for AVESTA, and now here
I am faced with MOEBIUS TRIP,

"Sorry to disappoint you, Mr, Connor, but this letter will not be
long and meaty, I found MCEBIUS TRIP to be good reading, enjoyable,
chatty, and not a bad fanzine ., . . but that is it, It was not con-
troverslal or angering., It was just enjoyabls,

"As such, let me just say 'thanks' for sending it to me, and also
to compliment you on a vory readable zine. In this age of impressive
art supplements, magnificent repro, big names and little content, I en-
Joy getting a zine that 1s 'rceadable,' I enjoy the details of this
sort long aftor the three color cover has faded from my memory.

"That's my type of fanzine ., . . readable, I look forward to
your next issue,."

HoSb 9k g gk 9 & 3 3 % &Box 2319, Brown Unilversity, Providence, Rhode Is,
02912,

S I O OB R
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TAIKE DECKINGER  "Thanks for MCFBIUS TRIP #1, Vhere I would nor-
mally be inclined to lay an unknown fanzine aside,
promising myself I would eventuslly find the op~-

portunity to respond properly, and knowing I would frequently manage

to evade any further acknowledgement, several factors about MOEBIUS

TRIP #1 have provoked this uncharacteristically prompt reply,

"On page ten you detall the heart-breaking labors involved in get~
ting an A. B, Dick Model #90 into shipshape condition, (According to
some authorities this is an impossible task under any circumstances,)
My flrst mimeo was an A.B.Dick #90, purchasod some twelve years ago
from an understanding dealer who could not understand what posslible in-
terest I might have in such a machine, There's no way to explain fan-
dom to someone incapable of mentally digesting even the most super-
ficlal aspects, I didn't even try, I sald I was a counterfeiter, He
loaded more superfluous supplies on me because of this,

"I had troubles with the feed arm too, As I recall tho tension
spring was improperly adjusted and either swept a dozen sheets through
at a time, or else applied a feather touch to each awaiting blank page
but barely moved it, I finally devisod an effcctive counterbalance
with a few coiled rubber bands and this scemed to take care of that
problem. Other exasperations settled around the drum, which took a
sadistic delight in inking the lower fecd roller, so that each shect
turned through contained a nice, bold black bar on the bottom. The
counter broke shortly after that and I had to count the sheets as I
placed them on the tray, or c¢lse as each individually sprang forth, In
either case it added unnecessary time to the operation, After the first
several runs offset was so bad that I always kept a stack of crud shesss
by the tray as slip-shoets, all done by hand of course, (Crud-~sheets
for this purpose will miraculously spring out of thin air and obliging-
ly present themselves to you., Don't wonder about vhere they came from
o how long they'll remain, Just run off a few pages of your fanzine
and bingo . . ., there they are.)

"Ink refused to romain in the drum, After being thoroughly sloshed
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through the innard of the machire it dropped onto the paper, fecd roil-
er, collection tray and me Once present it left an insradicable mark
that even to this day can be giimpsed if one locks closeliy at the pro-
per spot, You, of coursc. can easily avoid this hazard; wear a diviug
suit the next time ycu run off a fansine," %l

"I can easily understand the vndercurrent of cynicism that many
commentators on America’s moon landiang have shown, I waited to sce the
historic moment mysclf, swcated through the pasty simulations and
breathed an audible sigh of rolief wlhien the first footprints were ime
bedded in the moon's soil, But T can't lose sight of the fact that the
pre ject was pesrformed primarily for the propaganda value in 1t, not for
the scientific achievement., Tho U.S, has been blundering about from
one pot-hole to another, usually through its own ciumsiness,; and Nixon
felt that this would be the best mecans of improving ouvr image, He
cared not a whit for the safecty of the svacemen; if aill three head
crashed on the moon the U.S, would still be the victor, having success—
fully landed a2 human being on the moon. but with tragic rcsults. It
was a publicity bonanza and Dicky lapped it up Like a famished cat be-
fore a bowl of milk,"
# % % 4 3 9 3 s % & % %25 Manor Drive, Apht, 12-J/ Nowark, New Jersey,

07106,

#1# After getting your letter I looked all over for a counter but mine
doesn't have onc. . . o You must have over-inked, I can only add
about a spoonful at a time, just about encugh for the 80--20 sheets in
the tray, . . o Crudsheets snrout, even tho used over and ovor--
puzzling as all hell,

BeB COUVLSIN "Fanzine titles from that Shakespeare quote? Well,
a brief chock of my handy-dandy FANZINE INDEX (first
time I've uscd the damned thing) confirms my hazy

memory that thoere was once a fanzine named BRIEF CANDLE, By Emil Pe-~-

taja, 1t says. 1942, it says, with a qucstion mark. Fretty sure there
was one called SOUND AND FURY (aftcr all, what more perfect title for

a fanzine?) but it isn'!t in the Index, Oh, you wore asking about

scilence fiction stories, not fanzine titles; slipshod rcading, there.

Well, lessee; aside from the one you listcd I don't come across any,

Sccms fans are moro apt to read Shalizespunre than professionals are--or

maybe just less 1likely to find original titles.

"No, I'm not amazed by the fact that less than Lalf the people in
this country have read an entire book except a school text. I work in
a combined englinesring-drafting office, and I don't think anybody butb
myself over read a book for fun, In the officc as a whole, I know of
one other person (in the Pricing Dept) who reads; I know because I sell
him cutrate books, I'vo seen one of the glrls reading something at
noon, And that is it;, in an office of about 59 pcople.

"Ch, there are quitec a few fans who cclilcct stemps, John Berry
(the British--or more corrcctly, Northern Irish-~one) has a fine space
stomp collection, as does Hector Possina of Argentina, BRBob Briney has
a Tine collection of just about anything that interests him, and an
amazing varlety of things do, I collect, butr I don't work at it, I
have a pretty good selection of early space stamps due to trading with
Pessina for US commemoratives, but I haven't kept up with it lately, I
have the Monacan Verne set (ezxcept for the airmail. naturally), and I
ralse you the Bhutan Adbominable Snowman set. and that early Mexican set
cormemorating their new telescope, And I have ono science~fiction
starp whisch [ feel 1s unique; a sancelled stamp, on cover, of the Duchy
of Crand Fenwick, (it hes a couple of %d English svamps on the cover
with it. but still, o . ») Mostliy I accumulate; every so often I get
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around to mounting my collection and sorting out duplicates to do God
krows what with. Last time was a year ago; on my rccord I have aboutb
4 years to go before I do it again., . . » )

"T don't quite follow your reasoning when you quote Don Blylyis
comment that he couldn't undecrstand why pecple got cixcited over thg .
moon landing and then go on to say that you wercn't ‘surprised' by by
31 "The two words are not synonymous, you know, I wasn't surprised
by the moon landing, either, but I was cxcited about it-.-or as excited
as I get about anything, (To add to the non-similarity of 'surprisedf
and 'excited'; I haven't been surprised by sex for years,; but I still
manage to get excited about it now and then,) And sure I have a good
conception of how hung up people can get over trivialities--18 years
of observing science fiction fans will give you that, 1f nothing else,
No, I didn't picture our ‘moon-landing sociefy'! as being 'mundane' but
then that's because I never recally bothered to picture it at all; I
left that to the professionals.

"No, I don't think fans have to become specinlists in one narrow
category, I read most of the new stf books published (at least the
paperbacks; I admit to being backward about hardcovers but then most
of them are reprintod in paperback anyway,) I read all the new storles
published in magazines--or at loast I start all of them, I am less and
less able to finish all of them, but I c¢an sec no conceivablo merit in
reading a dull story thru to the bitter end, I skim all fanzines that
come my way, and read the more interesting ones., And in addition I
read history, biography, natural histcry, humor, etc,, otc. The point
is that there is no real rcason to road overything in the field, If a

]

book is bad, why finish it? Go on to somcthing elsc. Same for stories;
same for fanzines. It's possible to become a spocialist in one narrow
category of stf if you care more about becoming an authority than you
do about recading enjoyable books, but why bother? Who the hell carcs
about an authority on one aspoct of sciencc fiction?® «EB

"Oh yes, in additlon to all this reading, I work an 8-hour-a-~day
job, help my wife publish a fanzinc, scrve on a Boy Scout troop com-
mittee, and so some professional fiction writing, Itis not all that
hard to keep up with science fiction, if you’re willing to be selecctives
3% b 4F SE 4E S S 3 S S % dF S 4 96 %k & 9t & »Rcoube 3, Hortford City, Ind,

47348,

#1% Yes, but--not becing surprised, I wasn't the least bit excited,
Which is how the terminolcgy often goes, altho the lastter part is
usually only implieds ¢ o o Or-~am I becoming slaphappy from over-
work on thish? (This was supposed to be the last page.)
R gk
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W.G. BLISS
"Ere aeons pass, I thought I bettor comment on your

excellent zine, Missod the last mecting at the Blyly mansion mostly
because repair jobs have been coming into the shop in unusual quantity
and I have had to work Sundays most Sundays of late. I imagine Don 1s
away to College and tho Psoria Scicnce Fiction club at least meeting-
wise i1s in limbo until maybs spring." 4#ls

"The montage cover is very good--all our yestcerdays--pcerhaps some
more of the 0ld Berd's stuff next ish7! 2

"Bocks--didn't realizeo that--a steadily incroasing rumber of read-
ers—--that works like compound intercest-~-in a decade a bit of an in-
crease % wise, Dunno if the schools arc entirely a factor there, May-
be they have a bit livelilor material that svarks interest in reading,
Could be a case of vocabulary widening. A vast amount of reading mat-
erial is on tv in o day's average viewing, HXspecially in old movie
titles, and especinlly offcctive for the little tykos in their impress-
ive formative years 1s ads wherc the announcer rcads the label--pro-
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nounces the words, « ¢ o

"There'!'s a special significance in electronic hisbtory (the term
¢lectronic is rocoant -it used to be just rodis) in pestulating extra-
terrestrial technological development, and of course future earth tech-
nology, Science and technology are nlways doing a large amount of de~-
taill work, and that obscures the fact that there are long pericds of
time when nothing ncw basically is donc, or more often it is and gets
ignored. That's a good leadin to G.B. and Space, Haybe they are in
the middle of an ignoring phase, MNaybe in ancther decade or two they
will be listening to their 'crackpot® scientists and inventcrs and
great things will be getting done and with all the proper credentials
from orthodoxy" 3 :

"o . o« Supposing suddenly humanity had its problems solved, The
word would be heard by all, 'The planet Earth i1s now permanertly a re-
cipient of the Galactic Wnlfare Fund, ¥veryocody will have enough for
needs and will not have to strive in the economic system that no longer
exlsts on your planet. TLTucky youl! Of course therc are n few condi-
tions; you may not venture very far out of your solar system, and when
your population Increases excessively, the dsath age will be reduced,
and you may even have wars as lcng as no cne is injured, otherwise you
are free to carry on in the traditionel) human manner." %4s

"Ah yes, the proliferation cf fandoms., I have toysd with the idea
of proliferating still another one, Unorthodox 3cience Fandom and of
course the fringe fandom to that would be the crackpot inventors, Ir-
vin Barrows has a falr start at that with his Perpetual Motion Journal,
circ, 700, but fascinating as that obsession is, it is too limited in
scope, Ah me, what to call such a zine...THE ATTIC INNOVATCR, Science
Tomorrow, NEW IDEA , . - %

"Of course rumblings like that hint that I finally found a mimeo,
and I dld last week at the Pcoria Hamfest for the unbelievable sum of
one dollar, It 1Is a Vari~Color, and was obviously inexpensive when
new, Only things wrong with it were a dent on the drum and the roller
was set wrong., The paper feed works like a2 charm, The science zlne
lies still a bit in the future; but boy have I got soume unorthodox
science letters to run in it, one about the creation of matter on a
practical basis even and another correspondent says he has figured out
some of the mechanisms (invented them independently) of UFCs:; so I will
probably do a one shot of a few pages, and maybe call 1% THE EARTH GA-
ZETTE, unless somebsdy has already used that name.,

Bee Bowman will be running a segment from Otto in the next ish
of Hoom., Otherwise Otto will lie in state in the file drawer until I
get the final version done, There is one other scgment I cifored to
Minneapolis fandom as Fletcher said they highly dug Otto, Of course 1if
Moebius Trip grows and needs fill material, ., o o

"Incidentally. besides the magicianis tricks, mocbius strips have
practical use in flat belts (twice the wearing surface) and as a form
of non-inductive resistors," #5:
$03 dF % R 4 db b 4 S0 0 4F S 4 4b 3 4k 4 & %422 Wilmot, Chillicothe, Ill.,

61523,
#14% Don will be coming home from U, of Ill, once a month for our
did¢ stf meetings,
%#2% Yes-~the same cover as #1, to use them all up.
%3+ Maybe, but they haven'!'t the rescarch money "availlable" now in Brit-
ain to hold the scientists who cculd be, perhaps., doing worlt that's
crying to be done; where would the money come from in the near future?
w4 Sounds more convincing to make use of Mthe pill" {future versions)
mandatory.,
%#5% I'm glad you dildn't try to explain that last one; It sounds like a
1t subjJect for one of JWC's mellifluous editorlials, . . .
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eRoTdy VaNST "Right in the middle of August we suddenly decided
to move., Well now this wovldn't have been so bad if I hadn't fille
our house chin-up with things . . . had lived there twelve years,

"aAnd I collect things--~books, glass, china, and junk according to
my husband. True! True! Some cf it is, :

" . o I teach school in 2nd grade-~in a culturally deprived
school full of Mexican-Americans, Tney are dolis. The Goyft and
State glve us MONEY, and we in turn test like crazy, make Jllliog re-
ports to let them know we're not using their money for willd partiles
stc,

", . . And thanks so much for sending me Moebius Trip. I thor-
oughly enjoyed it, and I'm looking forward to receiving the next one,

"So you uscd to live in Los Angcles! Such a busy place, In 1952-
56 I lived in Long Beach and used to drivc in L. A, Bet I'd be too
chicken anymore as traffic has increased so much thcse past ten-plus

€ears.
4 "I do drivo 25 miles to school via 99 Highway. That ought to
qualify me for somsthing. Hal

"D1d you know the now Calilf, readers have stories about reckets
etec,?

"Just got the ballot for N3F, Must get it into the mail today,
too, I really only know one person personnlly, A bit hard to choose
the best people when I really don't know anybody, o o »

"As you already know I belong to Welcome Comm, Also my love is
Taplng so also belong to Tape Bureau and exchange tapes with some
great people--thesec Neffers, o o o 1
3 G b 4 d G a3 S 3 b osb S0 % o #6101 Euclid Ave.,, Bakersfield, Calif.,

93308,
#1# Hope you are used to the hablts of fanzinc eds in quoting from
letters from correspondents, Wouldn't want you to be shocked too
badis, s .,

. £ "You might wonder why I am commenting on Moebius
808 VARDEMAN Trip #1 when you novor sent me a copy." #1% "Fact is,
Roy Tackett foisted it off onto me with one of his
dread curses, To lift this dread curse; I must comment on the zine
(1f I don't I find my fingers starting to atrophy and my brain to os-
sify-~-some have said both are already true, but that's neither here
nor tnere),

"I suppose it was Harry Warnor doing the man-in-the-street inter=-
view scene to find out only 53% knew we had a man on the moon. I think
we might be better off if Harry had shot the other 47% as being incur-
able microcephalics but since Harry is a peaceful sort, the idea might
not have even occured to him, _

"Moebius Trir~-is that what a spaced out mathematician goes on?it 2

"Tackett's ignorance of who Mervin the Rat is totally floored me.
I thought everyone know of Mervin and Protopup and the rest of that
crowd (I don't think there is any truth to the rumor that Mervin mickey
moused Protopur out of the mascotship of APA45 altho such things tend
to be kicked around for long periods of time),

"T saw that Gallup poll you refer to concerning only 42% over
finished a bock in the preceeding yr., Georgc would really have been
stoned out of his mind 1f he!d hit an sf convention, ‘How many books
did you finish in the last yr?' INot too many, I'm afraid,' ‘Could
you venture a guess as to the number?! ‘Certalnly no more than 300,
Dewn quite a bit from last yr. ILast yr I read closer to 400,! I don't
have much time for reading, but I still manage to get in five or six
books a week for just enjoyment and perhaps one or two to 'improve'! my
63!.‘)'



mind if that is at all possible with the non-pleasure books I read,

“"Frightening statistic, tho, Means cveryone is sitting glued in
front of the boobtube hanging onto every word of The Eifdrgd Newlywed
Game and slop like that (they sure as hell aren't waitching the Apollo
shots if only 53% had heard of Armstrong).

“A point, then, They donit watch massive TV coverages like the
networks gave the moonshot, they don't read, I doubt many actively pur—
sue sports (other than watching it on the idiot eye) so what'!'s this
leave? Little wonder the population explosion is something to be con-
tended with,

"Your survival of the fittest tract is inturesting, Point: the
US's 'best! men are sent to Vietnam and many are killed, The ibest!?
are being butchered, you say. Wrong. The fittest survive and the omes
killed are the unfit. The ones remaining behind are 'tho fittest! in
another, less physical way. They are the ones who either are smart
enough or enough the master of the system to stay behind, The copouts
like the defectors to Canada may or may nobt be fit to survive--they
are just too unsure of themseclves to pit themscelves against the systeml!
#33%

"Naturally, my use of 'system' could easily be interchanged with
'Establishment? if you like. So in addition to survival of the fitiesh
should be added 'survival of the fattest! " wdw

"In short; the fittest do survive whntever conditions may be,
Millions killed in a gas attack indicate a high percentage of 'unfit!
since it might be possible for a swift thianking-fast acting individual
to escape., However, whcn applicd to an H-bomb exploding overhead uncx-
pectedly, that is a case where beth 'fit! and funfit! will buy 1t to-
gether, . oD
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#1% Sorry; I had only 118 copies of #1 and 45 of those woere to N'APA,
As a result hardly any got to fanzine eds., Most went to fans I had
known in the past, servicefen, etc, o . »
#23 Ha, Anyhow, no one mentionecd the obvious; Moebius Trip, as a fan-
zine title, seems particularly a2pt, sincc it illustirates the one-sided-
ness of the editorinl position~-"one man:s opinion' (of course, every-
one's opinion is welccme, but who has the last word?) (Just kidding--
one can always look forward to the next ish,)
#3% I didn't include Vietnam but perhaps implied, rather rubberishly,
all wars, The ones killed in a war are no different in the contexture
oi natural selection that is anyonec else who dies,
#4% There are "establishments®...in the plural--I believe, Too many try
to equate the established "empires" with the basic structure of our
government, They Aare cnly growths that have sprouted from it, a result
of individuals and groups "putting something over" on the masses to
start the ball rolling, and rolling and rolling--some are monstrous,
These include cortain governmental bureaus, oil gargantuns, etec, 1I'd
like to see the "fattest" deflated!
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2 : "Thank you muchly for . . . 'Moebius Trip #1!7' Am

ROSE A, KOGLE eagerlyyawqiting #2--although I probably don't deserwe
1% 5 » o have beon expericncing a multitude of time

consuming and exhausting things . . . also am recovering from the chaos
of having a baby (Lenore Rei) and getting Rob into kindergarten and
Joarue, Into ‘8nd grades o ‘s o

"As to why I received 'Mocbius Trip #1! you should have checked
'you are a cat lover!! for I really am}  Have had as many as 12 cats &
20 hurmingbirds which I fed., At the moment though Bill, my husband.
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has reduced my mcnagorie to one dog (Jo--male), 2 cats (Tom & Flufi--
both male) and a Sparrow Hawk, ' I

"Enjoyed iMoebius Teip #1' . . . found it much to my 1nﬁer?sd§.
and full of puns and wise thoughts (which I ronlly enjioy)., Would like
to comment more but am hord prossed to doother things at the moment....

" . Rob camec home from kindcrgarten with a bleck eye and
bloody nose," sl
LK wyw 3 4 S % % 9 % % 4 4 & 4 #1067 W. 26th St., San Pedro, Calif,

90731,

#1% Congratulations on the new addition; hope you can find time to
read some of the 12-15,000 words In this ish!

Fd E¥ ®.% We also had a "word" from Richard E. Gels, ¥ TuT Tal
R S I L Ao S e

An "undorling" at our friendly neighborhood dealor screwed up our
electronic stencil thish., It should've bcen perfect, but he didn't
leave it in the oven long enough so tho burns in the plastic weren't
deep enough and as a result ink did not come through in heavy enough
quantity. This 1s most obvious on page ll--the news clipping would!ve
becn sharp throughout, . . . And the photos on page 4 would've been
full and clear (I had to eliminate my pic entirely--too dim), And
speaking of page ll--notice 1t's only 18-1b substance; other pages are
20-1b, This was weird; in a batch of 20~lb reams that included two of
this "granite" white, one granite contained 20-1b, the other 16~1b--
both labecled 20-1bl! And a company check subssquently showed thot A,.B.
Dick doesn’t even 1list 16-1b in this varicty. So how did we get 1t%
2neaky, o o o

This 1sh is mainly on 3 different colors of paper, 7ith M.T, at
first projected as an APA-zine, ve thct: "Thy can't a vholly apazine
have a cover?" 8o we had it made on four different colors, one fer
each of four quarterly mallings, But it was obvicus that the 11& coples
of #1 were inadequate for other purposes such as trades, etc,, so we
herewith use all remaining covers for #2, total 450-plus, enough for =ll,
Next 1sh will probably be leveled off at about 250 copies.

Incidentally, snyone who wants future issucs and is not in N'APA,
not a regular trader or reviewer, not already a subscriber, not a suce
cessful moochsr, not a contributor or LoC-writor, oir not something
else in this line that wo canit as yct grasp, better subscribe now,
You may be the most obnoxious fan, the most notorious editor, the most
infamous pro, but we might not know that. . ., .
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